Hepatic and encephalopathic components of Reye's syndrome: factor analysis of admission data from 209 patients.
Factor analysis of admission data from 209 Reye's syndrome patients yielded three factors. Factor 1 was associated with encephalopathy, blood ammonia, creatinine kinase (CK), uric acid and, to a lesser extent, bilirubin. This factor was linked to the encephalopathy and hypermetabolic changes in muscle, possibly prostaglandin-mediated proteolysis. Factor 2 was associated with serum alanine aminotransferase (AlaAT) and aspartate aminotransferase (AspAT), and was identified as a hepatic lesion component. These factors correspond to two etiologic components of Reye's syndrome. Salicylate was only weakly associated with neuropathic and hypercatabolic indicators and not at all associated with the hepatic damage indicators.